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Christmas Shalom
Otefj 22 Matthew 2:13-18
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Now when they had departed, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in
a dream and said, “Rise, take the child and his mother. And flee to Egypt, and
remain there until I tell you, for Herod is about to search for the child, to destroy
him.”
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And he rose and took the child and his mother by night and departed to Egypt.
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And he remained there until the death of Herod. This was to fulfill what the Lord
had spoken by the prophet, “Out of Eygpt [ called my son.”
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Then Herod, when he saw that he had been trkked by the wise men, became
furious, and he sent and Kkilled all the male children in Bethlehem and in all that
region who were two years and or under, according to the time that he had
ascertained from the wisemen.
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Then was fulfilled what was spoken by the prophet Jeremiah:
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A voice was heard in Ramah, weeping and loud lamentation, Rachel weeping for
her children. She refused to be comforted, because they are no more.
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Now when they had departed, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to
Joseph in a dream and said, “Rise, take the child and his mother. And flee
to Egypt, and remain there until I tell you, for Herod is about to search
for the child, to destroy him.”
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Surrounded truly and silently by powers of goodness protected and
comforted wonderfully thus I would live these days with you (all) and go
with you into a new year

Sheltered wonderfully by powers of goodness

We are looking forward confidently to what may

come

God is with us in the evening and in the morning and for sure on every
new day

Still the past is trying to torture our hearts

Still the heavy load of evil days is squeezing us

Oh Lord, for our jolted souls

And may you offer the heavy bitter cup of grief, filled to the very brim
We'll take it thankfully without trembling from your good and beloved hand
But if you want to present your joy once more about this world and the
glow of its sun then we will think about everything that happened then our
lives will be completely in your hand

Let the candles flame warm and bright today

that you brought into our darknes sreunite us, if it is possible

We know your light is shining through the night

If now the silence is spreading deep around us let us hear those full
sounds of the world that is widening invisibly around us the high hymns of

all your children
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You are the salt of the earth, but if salt has lost its taste, how shall its
saltiness be restored? It is no longer good for anything except to be
thrown out and trampled under people’s feet. You are the light of the
world. A city set on a hill cannot be hidden. Nor do people light a lamp
and put it under a basket, but on a stand, and it gives light to all in the
house. In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they
may see your good works and give glory to your Father who is in heaven.
OlEf =28 Matthew 5:13-16
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You keep him in shalom to shalom whose mind is stayed on you. Because
he trusts in you.
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